ABSTRACT
DISCUSSION
listed 25 species from Anamalai hills and 10 species from Nelliampathi hills ( Table 1) . His study extended the distribution of several species earlier known only in the central division of the Western Ghats to the southern division below the Palghat gap. Earlier work on the southern Western Ghats after Day (1865 Day ( , 1875 is by Herre (1942 Herre ( , 1945 who described two new species, a sisorid catfish Glyptothorax housei and a homolopterid, Homaloptera montana and extended the distribution of Travancoria jonesi Hora. Silas (1951) (Pethiyagoda & Kottelat, 1996) and Garra surendranathanii (Shaji et al., 1996) . Macrognathus guentheri listed by them has recently been placed under the synonymy of M. malabaricus (Menon, 1999) . Nine new additions to the ichthyofauna are the following: Anguilla bengalensis Gray, Esomus danricus (Hamilton), Osteochilichthys longidorsalis Pethiyagoda and Kottelat, Garra surendranathanii Shaji et al., Glyptothorax lonah (Sykes), Clarias batrachus (Linn.), Etroplus suratensis (Bloch) and Channa marulius (Hamilton).
The present collection yielded 58 species from IGWLS Anamalai hills of which, 29 species are new additions (Table 1) to the IGWLS and 20 to the Anamalai hills, including one new species Heteropneustes longipectoralis (Rema Devi & Raghunathan, 1999) . Several species reported only from central Western Ghats have now been recorded from the southern ranges beyond the Palghat gap. The extension of range of Noemacheilus monilis has been discussed (Indra et al., 1998) . Other collections of significance are Hypselobarbus dubius first described from Bhavani River at base of Nilgiris subsequently reported from Manimuthar river has now been collected from the Anamalai hills. Puntius bimaculatus (B. puckelli) earlier considered as a juvenile of P. dorsalis has been collected from these hills. Interestingly this species is found to be the most dominant Puntius species in the hill ranges of the Eastern Ghats especially Javadi hills. Puntius punctatus earlier considered as a synonym of Puntius tincto has been kept as a separate species (Menon, 1999) and both these species have been collected from IGWLS. Garra hughi described from the Cardamom and Palani hills has been collected from the upper Aliyar and Kilkallar rivers. A detailed study on the species with reference to its squamation had been carried out (Rema Devi & Indra, 1999) . Garra mcclellandi (Jerdon) also an endemic species of the Western Ghats has been collected from the two hill streams in Navamalai and Sirkarpathy. The homolopterid Bhavania australis, a rare species is a new addition to the Anamalai hills, earlier known from the hill streams of Nilgiris, Silem Valley, Tenmalai, Wynaad and from Mysore. Characters distinguishing Noemacheilus 
